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Testingbegins"onValleywells
Publicagencies,privatefirmsseekto pinpointperchloratecontamination

formed on water drawn from up addition, federal environmental Environmental Protection ment of Health Services.
to 150 wells in active produc- officialshave ordered other test- Agency administrator. "Per- The discovery caused the La

SrA_WRrrER tion,and areexpectedtobe ingby privatecompaniesfol- chloratecouldhavea verysig- PuenteValleyCountyWater

Seekingtobetterdefinehow completedon dozens more lowingtheJunediscoveryof nificantimpacton anyclean-upDistricttoshutallthreeofits
much ofthearea'swaterhas drilledtomonitortheextentof perchlorateintheBaldwinPark actionWe willdo." wells,andthreeotherwaterdis-
been contaminated by the rock- pollution by industrial solvents area. A chlorine derivative added tricts to either shut wells or
et fuel additive perchlorate, sev- discoverednearly 20years ago. "We need toknow the extent to rocket fuel, munitions and blend the affected water withThe testing was started sev- of the perchlorate contamina- fireworks, perchlorate was other sources to lower the con-
eral public agencies and private era] weeks ago by the Main San tion for the sake of perchlorate, detected in June at levels above centration.
companies have decided to con- Gabriel Basin Watermaster, an but also for the sake of cleaning state health standards south of In larger doses perchlorate
duct tests on wells throughout umbrella agency that oversees up all the other chemicals in the Azusa after limited testing slows the absorption of iodine.theSanGabrielValley.

The tests are being per- the 167-square-mile basin. In basin," said Kevin Mayer, an ordered by the state Depart- PleaseturntoTESTING/A6
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TESTING TESTINGFORPERCHLORME
Samplesneeded TheMainSanGabrielBasinWaterrnaster,federalandstate environ-

to planforcleanup mentalofficialsandprivatecompanieshavedecidedto testthe167-square-mile water basin to determine the extent of contamination by -
perchlorate........

ContinuedfromA1 • What'sperchlorate:Anadditiveto rocketfuel,fireworksand i)i,,_
explosives,thechemcalinhibitstheabsorptionof iodnebythethy-'i',!!i'_i!

causingenlargementof thethy- roidglandandcanleadto anenlargedthyroid.It alsohasbeenusedi...IJ'::

roid gland, sluggishnessand totreathyperactivethyroids.It maybefatalat veryhighdoses.Its iii_
even depression;at very.high effectat lowlevelsoninfants,fetusesandpregnantwomenis
levels it may be fatal. At the unknown.
concentrations discovered • What'sat Issue:TestsconductedbythestateDepartmentof
locally, its effectsare unknown, HealthServicesinMayfoundthechemicalat levelsabovehealth
especiallyonpregnant women, standardsinwellsintheBaldwinParkarea•Thediscoveryhascorn-
their fetusesand infants, plicatedplansto cleanupthebasin,whichalsoispollutedwith _ilThe initial testing was
orderedby statehealthot_ciais industrialsolvents.Cleanupplansarenowonboldastestsarecon-_'311

after perchlorate was found ductedontheextentofperchl0ratecontamination,itshealtheffectsiseepingintodrinkingwater andhowitcanbestberemovedfromwater• .....
supplies in eastern Sacramento , _;,_: _- "_ .,_mm

' * t : : ':_'""_ " "County near an Aerojet plan ...... _;_!_:, •
.... e ptm,_i_• _ BaldwinPark,thesinglethat manufacturersrock t ...... _.__ ....
• t_estu_sarenoty_ avauame contaminationzone in th_engines. ,..
Aerojethasa secondfacilityfor.most.ofthetestingofthe basin. ',_,FI#i

inAzusabuthasdenieditisthe. basra,whichranges.R_mSouth A steeringcommitteeof;]_ll
_,,urceofthelocal,_rchloratePasadenaon thewjsttoLa companiesintheBald,wh'i?_
_ontamination, sa_,i_g'_itssite -- Verne on the east, artltfromtim area is exPeqt__ t.dpt-esent,_!
,,,_ ,_ a,,,d.° the 1940sh,, a San Gabriel Mountains ,on.the_ plans this week for test_g-'_[_

• northtoWhittierNarrowson........ _' "_ " " the monitoringwells,and e_._ |
munitions manufacturer.Ithas . . ' , ', h_l
been named by theEPA as me soum. . , .._ drillingseveraladditional
among 19companiesrmtential- riowever,eanyresmtssnow specificallyforperchlorate,;_
lyresponsibleforthe_nd_tr_ thechemicalhasbeenfound "We aretryingtomove f_
solventcontamination.. ...._outsidetheBaldwinParkarea
"Originallythetestshad to ina singleElMontecitywell. attorneyDavidGiann0tt|i_

do withrocketfuel,and how Buttheleveliswithinhealth committeespokesman•"W_ :I
many factoriesinthebasinuse standards, said Gary wouldliketodo allthesa_
rocket fuel,"said Carol Yamamoto,chiefofdrinking plingatthesametimeto_i
Williams,executiveofficerof wateroperationsforthestate snapshotofthecontamination.!
theWatermaster."Butwe also DepartmentofHealthServices.'.The EPA has grantedt.he
havefireworksand munitions R alsohasbeenfoundatone companies-- allbut oneida;I
factories.And we alsohaveto wellon theextremewestern whichhasbeenjudgedpoleili_1
considerthefacttheremightbe end of the basin in the tiallyresponsibleby the_;I
migration.Everytimewe go Alhambraarea.Thatcontami- forbasinwaterpollution.--a I
outand samplea wellwe are nation is believedto be delayinthedesignanddevelop-I
now doingperchiorateteststo spilloverfromthetheadjacentmentofa treatmentplantwhile I
seeifthereareanyotherprob- Raymond water basin in perchlorateisstudied I
lem areas throughoutthe Pasadenapollutedby rocket The companiesalsoplanto
basin." testingconductedby theJet conductstudieson how bestto;,
Earlierthismonth, the Propulsion Laboratory, treatperchlorate,an avenueof.

agencybudgeted$300,000to Yamarnotosaid. researchtheWatermasteris'
fund perchloratetesting, Testshaveyettobeconduct-pursuingwiththeEastValley_
researchandpubliceducation,edofmonitoringwellsdrilledat WaterDistrictintheRedlands
The agency'smembersincludebasinSuperfundsitesinthe area,whereperchlorateals0
alloftheValley'swaterpurvey- Alhambra area,El Monte, has been found in ground
ors, as well as its industrial South E1 Monte, La Puente and water. .

t


